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Quinta do Lago's founder

and the “Father of tourism in Portugal”,
André Jordan remembers the day

he first set eyes on this special land.
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o you remember the first time you arrived
at Quinta do Lago? A destination with a
special place in 50 many hearts around the
world, Quinta do Lago makes a wonderful
first impression. For André Jordan, the
man who began the resort’s development,
his first look at the land would change
everything.

*When | think back, | can still see it so clearly” André
says, closing his eyes and smiling. "I was stood at the top
of a hill, next to an old farmhouse, and before me was this
incredible landscape. | was mesmerised, and in five minutes, |
had the masterplan for Quinta do Lago.”

The year was 1971 and André Jordan, the son of a
successful residential developer, was in Portugal in search
of a new project to invest in. As yet, he hadn't seen anything
promising, but with a viewing of a 300-year-old property near
the Ludo nature trail, that was all about to change.

“It was my wife's birthday, so -we had been out
celebrating the night before,” Andre recalls. “I had completely
forgotten about the arrangement to view the property until |
got a call from the man who was going to show me around,” he
says.

*I'll tell you Lhe truth = | had a sore head and tried to
cancel” André laughs. "But he pleaded with me, saying his
boss would fire him if | didn't see the house. He played on my
soft side” Persuaded, André set off to discover Quinta do Lago
for the first time.

After a bumpy drive along an unmarked dirt track, and
having gotten lost and frustrated with his guide, André decided
to get out to find the property on foot. He walked to the top
of a hill - now the site of Casa Velha and Bovino Steakhouse
- and looked out to the sight of pine trees, sloping grassy hills
and meandering trails, leading down to the blue and green
channels of the Ria Formosa, and looking over the dune into
the wide ocean.

“It was impossible not to be inspired by it André
remembers. “| saw the potential for a place of refined living,
with the natural character of the land at its heart” To this
day, this crucial part of André’s vision is upheld, with detailed
planning and infrastructure regulation that caps residential
development at 9% of the 2,000-acre area.

Andre’s masterplan began to take shape as a golf
course — now the Morth Course - with a private club, and
restoration of the farmhouse would take shape as Casa Velha
- a restaurant so popular it immediately surpassed others in
the Algarve's burgeoning Golden Triangle. »

COM QUASE 50 ANOS DE EXISTENCIA, A QUINTA DO LAGO TEM UMA
HISTORIA FASCINANTE PARA CONTAR. NUMA CONVERSA COM O
FUNDADOR DO RESORT E O “PAI DO TURISMO DE PORTUGAL’, ANDRE
JORDAN LEMBRA-SE DO DIA EM QUE DESCOBRIU ESTE TERRENO TAO
ESPECIAL

Lembra-se da primeira vez que foi ¢ Quinta do Lago? Um destino
com um lugar especial para tantos em tode o mundo, a Quinta do
Lago dd uma maravithosa primeira impressdo. Para André jordan,
0 homem que iniciou o desenvolvimento do resort, o seu primeiro
olhar sob o terreno iria mudar tudo.

“Quando penso nesse tempo, consigo ainda lembrar-me de tudo,”
André diz, fechando os seus olhos e sorrindo. “Estava em cima de
uma colina, ao lado de uma fazenda antiga, e @ minha frente estava
uma paisagem incrivel. Estava fascinado e, em cinco minutos, tinha
criado o grande plano para a Quinta do Lago.”

0 ano era 1971 e André Jordan, filtho de um promotor imobilidrio

de sucesso, estava em Portugal d procura de um novo projeto

para investir. Até d data, ainda ndo tinha encontrado nada com
potencial, mas ao ver a propriedade de 300 anos perto do caminho
de naturezo Ludo, tudo isso iria mudar,

“Era 0 aniversdrio da minha muther, entdo nds tinhamos estado
fora a celebrar a noite anterior,” André recorda. “Tinha-me esquecido
completamente que ia ver a propriedade até ter recebido uma
chamada do senhor que me ia mostrar o terreno,” diz.

*Vou-lhe dizer a verdade - Tinha uma dor de cabega e tentei
cancelar!” André ri-se. “Mas ele continuou a pedir-me, a dizer que
se eu ndo fosse ver a propriedade, que o chefe dele o despedia.
Aproveitou-se do meu lado gentil” Persuadido, André partiu para
descobrir a Quinta do Lago pela primeira vez.

Apds uma viagem turbulenta por um caminho de terra sem
indicagbes, e de se ter perdido e ter estado frustrado com o

seu guia, André decidiu sair do carro e continuar G procura da
propriedade a pé. Subiu até ao cimo de uma colina - agora o local
da Casa Velha e do Bovino Steakhouse - e observou os pinheiros,
as colinas inclinadas de relva e caminhos irregulares, descendo até
aos canais azuis e verdes da Ria Formosa, e olhando sob a dunag,
para o vasto oceano.

“Era impossivel ndo ficar inspirado com aquilo,” André lembra-se. "Vi
o potencial para um local de vida refinada, com o cardter natural

da terra como base.” Até hoje, esta parte crucial da visdo de André

& mantida com planeamento detalhado e requlamentagdo de
infraestruturas que limitam o desenvolvimento residencial a 9% dos
2.000 acres, cerca de 800 hectares, de terreno. »
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Casa Velha restaurant Almost 50 years on, André's masterplan is still closely followed. hd
was a crumbling farmhouse Below

when André Jordan “These foundations paved the way for an incredible future Quinta do Lago is now
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It was impossible
not to be inspired

And so, Quinta do Lago, was born. But as André remembers, it
wasn't an easy beginning:

“People thought | was crazy to invest in such a venture
when there was already some competition in the area and,
at the time, not exactly booming tourism in the Algarve”
André explains. “For years, | heard a chorus of ‘this won't
work” around me, but | knew golf was the best conduit in the
Algarve and | believed we were creating something that had
the potential for so much more.”

Today, Quinta do Lago is precisely that From these
humble beginnings it has grown to become a place of constant
inspiration; where quality of life is measured by proximity
to nature, an active, outdoor lifestyle and treasured family
moments.

“Everything we built was low-rise, keeping the human
dimension,” André says. This was a vital component; homes
were designed to maximise privacy and comfort, not to create
towering fortresses. “Of course, people want modern lives, but
in Quinta, we introduced informality to luxury” he says. »

0 grande plano de André comegou a ganhar forma com um campo
de golfe - o atual Campo Norte - com um clube privado, e a
restauragdo da fazenda tornou-a na Casa Velha - um restaurante
tdo popular que superou imediatamente outros no crescente
Tridngulo Dourado do Algarve.

Assim, nasceu a Quinta do Lago. Mas como André se lembra, ndo
foi um comego fécil. "As pessoas pensavam que eu era maluco por
investir num empreendimento deste tipo quando jd existia alguma
competicdo nesta drea e, nessa altura, ndo havia grande turismo
no Algarve” André explica.

“Durante anos, estava sempre a ouvir ‘isto ndo vai resultar’ G minha
volta, mas eu sabia que golfe era @ melhor conduta no Algarve

- ainda é atvalmente - e acreditei estarmos a criar algo com
potencial para muito mais.”

Hoje, a Quinta do Lego € exatamente isso. Com um comego
modesto, cresceu um lugar de inspira¢Go constante; onde a
qualidade de vida é medida pela proximidade G natureza, um estilo
de vida ativo, ao ar livre e momentos em familio preciosos,

"Tudo o que construimos era de baixo crescimento, mantendo a
dimensdo humana.” Diz André, Isto foi um elemento essencial:
casas foram concebidas para moximizar privacidade e conforto, e
ndo para criar grandes fortalezas. “Claro que as pessoas querem
uma vida moderna, mas na Quinta do Lago, apresentamos
informalidade no luxo,” diz.

Apos quase 50 anos, o grande plano de André continua a ser
fielmente sequido. “Estas bases levaram a um futuro incrivel” diz o
CEO da Quinta do Lago, Sean Moriarty. »
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says Quinta do Lago Chief Executive, Sean Moriarty.

“With the gradual development of incredible low-
rise residences, and later, a host of unique experiential
restaurants, two more world-class golf courses and The
Campus state-of-the-art sports and fitness centre, Quinta do
Lago has become a thriving community, where families spend
quality time together and a lifestyle of wellness permeates,”
he says.

Quinta do Lago introduced
informality to luxury

So how does André Jordan feel, looking back at his
legacy in Quinta do Lago?
“Affection, more than anything” he smiles. "Over the years I've
watched as it has grown to become one of the top residential
resorts in the world. | knew it was a special place, but | never
could have dreamed what Quinta would become,” he says.

From André's first impression of the landscape, to its
world-renowned status today, the success of Quinta do.Lago
is found in its simplicity and its unwavering vision of excellence. @

a world-renowned
luxury lifestyle resort
that, to this day, follows
the master plan of
Jordan's first vision

"Com o desenvolvimento gradual de residéncios incriveis de baixo
crescimento e, posteriormente, o dono de restaurantes dnicos e
experimentais, dois outros campos de golfe de closse mundial e

o0 centro de desporto e fitness de alta performance, The Campus,

a Quinta do Lago tornou-se numa comunidade prospera, onde
familias passam tempo de gualidade juntas e um estilo de vida de
bem estar permeia,” afirma.

"Entdo como é que André Jordan se sente olhando para o seu
legado na Quinta do Lago? “Afeto, mais do que tudo,” sorri.

“Ao longo dos anos vi-o a crescer e tornar-se num dos melhores
resorts residenciais do mundo. Eu sabia que era um lugar especial,
mas nunca conseguiria sonhar no que a Quinta do Lago se
tornaria” diz.

Desde a primeira impressdo de André d paisagem até d sua fama
mundial atual, ¢ sucesso da Quinta do Lago encontra-se na sua
simplicidade e firme visdo de exceléncia. Q.
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